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In this book, Elton Chan develops a theoretical framework of 
Confucianism for the twenty-first century. Chan argues that 
liberal Confucians must take seriously the internal authoritarian 
leanings of Confucianism—and then argue against such strands 
of the Confucian tradition. To counter the authoritarian turn in 
Confucian scholarship, Chan articulates a vision of a hybrid 
political order that brings together Confucianism and 
republican democracy. Covering a uniquely wide range of 
Confucian classics and outlining his novel vision for 
Confucianism, Chan addresses pressing issues in contemporary 
political philosophy. In so doing, Chan convincingly argues that 
to materialize Confucianism's ideals is to collectively practice 
democracy as a virtuous way of life. 
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